PAYING HOMAGE

E30 M3 owners and fans gather at SIGFest in New Jersey,
and the convertibles are the stars of the show.
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hen the original E30 M 3burst onto
thescene, itimmediatelyearned cult-
car status for the purity of its driving
dynamics. Twenty-fiveyearslater, thetasci-
nation continues.

Though the car s are becoming morerare
on theroad as they get older, the E30 M3
SIGFest (for Special Interest Group) manages
togatherqite afewinoneplace. TheS t
hastaken placein New Jersey every year since
1999, and th's year saw 42 E30 M3s i n atten-
dance. The most interesting of those were
undoubtedly the four original convertibles
that sat together with theirt ops down.

TheE30 M3 convertiblewas produced in
smal| numbers—just 786in totd, according to
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the BMW M Regtstry—Erom 1988 through
1991. Sinceit was never sold inthe U.S, it's
highly unusual tosee any d these cars here, let
alonefourinoneplaceand in great condition.

Oscar Benitez made the longest journey
to SIGFest, driving his Misano Red 1989
model fromVirginiafor the event. Benitez'
car isall original and nearly perfect, with
only around 50,000 mileson the odometer.

"l found the car in the U.K. and started
negotiations to buy it in December 2009,
Benitezsays."'| was finally ableto acquireit
in August 2010.1have a coupleof other E30
M3s and really wanted one d the convert-
ibles, so thiskind o completesmy E30 M3
collection”

Gathering 42 E30 M3s in one place is quite a
feat, and i's even more impressive when four
are E30 MB convertiblesin pristine condition, as
owned by Mike Gallino, Phil Cataldi, James Liu
and Oscar Benltez (above, from left). M3s from
Stephen Valeski and Gary Bossert replicate
Jagermeister, Schnitzer racing livery. Nearly all
M3s on hand sported at least some mods.

Phil Cataldi drovehi s own 1989 convert-
ible—nearly atwin of Benitez' car—from
Maryland. It's still wearing the origina
Misano Red paint and M Technic rear wing,
thoughthecloth centers on the seatsand the
convertibletop havebeen replaced.

"IN 1998, | bought a new Z3 and liked it
becauseit wasa convertibleand a BMW, but
itdidn't haveenough power and wasn't raw
enough for mg" saysCataldi."1had driven
some E30 M3 coupes but really wanted a
convertible, though it was kind of achal-
lengetofind one™

Cataldi found his car in Switzerland in
1999 and got it through the Federalization
processin June2000.



"In1years d ownership, I've put about
18,000 milesonit™ hesays. A used todrive it
more, but asit getsolder and t he value goes
up, | feel kind o bad about driving it much!™

JamesLius Nogaro Silver 1989 convert-
ible shares his garage with two E30 M3
coupes. He bought the car froma collector
livingont he German / Dutch border and had
it delivered to the U.S in August 2002.
Though the Federalization pmcessusually
takes about 90 days, it took until June 2003
for Lius M3to get thraugh.

"Ferrari North America was suing the
Department d Trangportationat thetimefor
an issue with the grey market importation of
cars." hesavs. . It basicallv halted dl d the
carscominginto theU 5, at that time"

Liuscar isal origina exceptfor its head-
light wipers, smoked headlampsand newer
whedls, which he added.

“TlovetheE30 M3 andits alwaysbeen
thepassioncar forme™ saysLiu. "'l only put
about 2,000 milesa year on the convertible,
mostly toshowsor onfun drives. It's defi-
nitely mored acruiser than the coupe, but
youcan heart he motor musicbetter withthe
top down!™

Mike Gallino's blue-green over white
1991 M3 convertible |ooked andsmelledlike
it just drovedf the showroom floor, but it
wasn't that way whenhebought i t

“1foundthiscar in Germany and it turned
out tobea BMW Individuacar and oneoft he
last Six convertibles ever built,”" says Gallino.
'When | realized that, | knewit wasthecar |
was waiting for. The car wasin horrendous
condition, but | still wantedit™

Gallino convinced BMW Individual in
Germany to do most d theinterior restora-
tion, and he spent many days taking care of
therest hi red f. Hiseffortsrestored the car to
basically as-new condition, earning not only
“Bestd Show" at SIGFest but d sothe trophy
for “Best German Touring Car” at the presti-
grous Greenwich Concours i n Connecticut.

In addition to the convertibles, plenty of
other ¢oel M3s turned up at SIGFest Gary
Bosseft broughthis BUW CCA Club Racing
1988 M3with graphicsthat mimic theBMW
Original Partslivery made famouson the
Schnitzer 635CSi that racedin Europem the
mid-1980s. Bossert’s M3 won awardsfor
"Best Tribuite” and "' People's Choice"

Also popular with attendees was Chet

Marfaba's Brilliant Red 1990 M3 Sport
Evolution, one of only 600 made In 1995,
Marfatia became the second awner of this
most sought-after o M3s whenheacquired
it from the origind owner, whotmportedit
to the U.S. from Italy when he moved here
to work in Bogton. Having covered a mere
60,000 miles, Marfatias rare M3won the
SIGMeister’s Choice award at SIGFed.

Nearly everyone who brought a car to
S GFest had done something to make the car
uniquely theirs Itwashard tofind an M8
without at least one modificationunder its
hood or in thecnckpit, and themodsranged
from simple things like different seats or
steerine wheels to more comolicated alter-
ations like Six-cylinder engine transplants.
Regardlessd their stanceon originality or
maodification, everyonewho brought a car
to SIGFest was united in their passion for
this charismaticBMW.

Pride of ownership and camaraderieare
commonto M3 ownersd every generation,
but those lucky enough to own an E30 M3
experienceth s mspades. Themode! contin-
uesto evolve, but no M3will ever be quite
like the criginal. @
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